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Trump says he took the Fifth in New 
York civil investigation 


Former President donald Trump gestures as he departs Trump Tower, Wednesday, Aug. 10, 2022, 
in New York, on his way to the New York attorney general’s office for a deposition in a civil 
investigation. 
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By 
MICHAEL 
BALSAMO, 
MICHAEL R. SISAK and MI- 
CHELLE L. PRICE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Don- 
ald Trump invoked his Fifth 
Amendment 
protection 
against 
self-incrimination 
as he testified under oath 
Wednesday in the New 
York 
attorney 
general’s 
long-running civil investiga- 
tion into his business deal- 
ings, the former president 
said in a statement. 
About an hour after arriving 
at Attorney General Letitia 
James’ Manhattan offices, 
Trump announced that he 
“declined to answer the 
questions under the rights 
and 
privileges 
afforded 
to every citizen under the 
United States Constitution.” 
“I once asked, ‘If you’re in- 
nocent, why are you tak- 
ing the Fifth Amendment?’ 
Now I know the answer to 
that question,” the state- 
ment said. “When your 
family, 
your 
company, 
and all the people in your 
orbit have become the 
targets of an unfounded 
politically motivated Witch 
Hunt supported by lawyers, 
prosecutors and the Fake 
News Media, you have no 
choice.” During more than 
six hours at the office build- 
ing, Trump used Truth So- 
cial, the social media plat- 
form he founded, to review 
the decor — “very plush, 
beautiful and expensive” 
— and to suggest the at- 


torney general was squan- 
dering time investigating 
him instead of attending to 
crime in New York. 
But after leaving around 
3:30 p.m., he described the 
encounter as “very profes- 
sional” and added a plug 
for his “fantastic” company. 
As vociferous as Trump has 
been in defending himself 
in written statements and 
on the rally stage, legal ex- 
perts said answering ques- 
tions in a deposition was 
risky because anything he 
said could potentially be 
used against him in a par- 
allel criminal investigation 


by the Manhattan district 
attorney. The Fifth Amend- 
ment protects people from 
being compelled to be wit- 
nesses against themselves 
in a criminal case. 
Also, if the attorney gen- 
eral’s investigation leads 
to a civil case against 
Trump and it went to trial, 
jurors could be told that 
he invoked his protection 
against self-incrimination. 
New York University law pro- 
fessor Stephen Gillers said 
he was surprised that Trump 
had done so, given his pre- 
vious experience with de- 
positions, a legal term for 


sworn testimony that’s not 
given in court. 
“Jousting with lawyers at 
depositions, while avoid- 
ing lying, is something he’s 
proud of,” Gillers said. “Per- 
haps his lawyers feared 
that his impetuosity would 
imperil him.” 
Trump 
has 
undergone 
many depositions, dating 
to his career as a real estate 
developer. He has some- 
times seemed to relish giv- 
ing answers: For example, 
he said he was “pleased to 
have had the opportunity 
to tell my side” last Octo- 
ber in a lawsuit brought by 


protesters who say his se- 
curity guard roughed them 
up outside Trump Tower 
in 2015. However, Trump 
invoked the Fifth Amend- 
ment to refuse to answer 97 
questions in a 1990 divorce 
deposition. Messages seek- 
ing comment were left with 
James’ office. 
Wednesday’s events un- 
folded two days after FBI 
agents searched Trump’s 
Mar-a-Lago estate in Flori- 
da as part of an unrelated 
federal probe into whether 
he took classified records 
when he left the White 
House. 
New York’s investigation is 
led by James, a Democrat 
who has said in court filings 
that her office has uncov- 
ered “significant” evidence 
that Trump’s company mis- 
led lenders and tax au- 
thorities about the value of 
prized assets like golf cours- 
es and skyscrapers. 
The company, the Trump 
Organization, even exag- 
gerated the size of Trump’s 
Manhattan 
penthouse, 
saying it was nearly three 
times its actual size — a dif- 
ference in value of about 
$200 million, James’ office 
said. 
Trump has denied the al- 
legations, contending that 
seeking the best valuations 
is a common practice in the 
real estate industry. He’s 
also accused James, who 
is Black, of racism in pursu- 
ing the investigation.q 


Trump says he took the Fifth in New York civil investigation 


Former President Donald Trump waves as he departs Trump Tower, Wednesday, Aug. 10, 2022, 
in New York, on his way to the New York attorney general’s office for a deposition in a civil 
investigation. 


Associated Press 


By DAVID KLEPPER 
Associated Press 
Research that analyzed so- 


cial media posts finds that 
hateful references to gays, 
lesbians and other LGBTQ 


people surged online after 
Florida passed a law that 
bars instruction on sexual 
orientation 
and 
gender 
identity 
in 
kindergarten 
through third grade. 
References to pedophiles 
and “ grooming “ rose by 
more than 400 percent in 
the month after Florida’s 
“Don’t Say Gay” measure 
was 
approved, 
accord- 
ing to a report released 
Wednesday by the Human 
Rights Campaign, one of 
the nation’s largest LGBTQ 
advocacy groups, and the 
Center for Countering Digi- 
tal Hate, a nonprofit group 
that tracks online extrem- 


ism. The measure, passed 
by the Florida Legislature 
on March 8 and signed by 
Republican Gov. Ron De- 
Santis on March 28, says 
school 
teachers 
cannot 
discuss gender identity or 
sexual orientation with their 
young students. 
Supporters have said deci- 
sions about talking about 
sexual orientation should 
be left to parents, not 
teachers. 
Critics have said the law 
sends a hateful message 
about LGBTQ people. 
The researchers who com- 
piled 
the 
report 
found 
that the 500 most-viewed 


tweets 
that 
mentioned 
“grooming” were viewed 
more than 72 million times 
between January and July. 
Influential 
conservatives 
drove much of the in- 
crease, 
the 
researchers 
found, through their own 
posts or by liking or forward- 
ing posts from others. 
They include U.S. Reps. Lau- 
ren Boebert, R-Colo., and 
Marjorie 
Taylor 
Greene, 
R-Ga., and DeSantis’ press 
secretary, Christina Push- 
aw, who was criticized for a 
social media post in March 
that compared criticism 
of the bill to pedophilia 
itself.q 


Florida’s ‘Don’t Say Gay’ law fuels 
anti-LGBTQ hate online 


A sign-carrying anti-gay protester is surrounded by a sea of 
Pride umbrellas during the Pride parade in Winston-Salem, N.C., 
June 18, 2022. 
Associated Press 
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By PHILIP MARCELO 
Associated Press 
PLYMOUTH, Mass. (AP) — 
Native Americans in Mas- 
sachusetts are calling for a 
boycott of a popular living 
history museum featuring 
Colonial reenactors por- 
traying life in Plymouth, the 
famous English settlement 
founded by the Pilgrims 
who arrived on the May- 
flower. 
Members of the state’s 
Wampanoag 
community 
and their supporters say Pli- 
moth Patuxet Museums has 
not lived up to its promise 
of creating a “bi-cultural 
museum” that equally tells 
the story of the European 
and Indigenous peoples 
that lived there. 
They say the “ Historic 
Patuxet Homesite,” the por- 
tion of the mostly outdoor 
museum focused on tradi- 
tional Indigenous life, is in- 
adequately small, in need 
of repairs and staffed by 
workers who aren’t from lo- 
cal tribes. 
“We’re saying don’t pa- 
tronize them, don’t work 
over there,” said Camille 
Madison, a member of the 
Aquinnah 
Wampanoag 
Tribe on Martha’s Vineyard, 
who was among those re- 
cently venting their frustra- 
tions on social media. “We 
don’t want to engage with 
them until they can find a 
way to respect Indigenous 
knowledge 
and 
experi- 
ence.” 
The concerns come just 
two years after the mu- 
seum changed its name 
from Plimoth Plantation to 
Plimoth Patuxet as part of 
a yearlong celebration of 
the 400th anniversary of the 
Mayflower landing. 
At the time, the museum 


declared the “new, more 
balanced” moniker reflect- 
ed the importance of the 
Indigenous perspective to 
the 75-year-old institution’s 
educational mission. 
“Patuxet” was an Indige- 
nous community near “Pli- 
moth,” as the Pilgrim colony 
was known before becom- 
ing modern day Plymouth. 
It was badly decimated by 
European diseases by the 
time the Mayflower arrived, 
but one of its survivors, 
Tisquantum, 
commonly 
known as Squanto, famous- 
ly helped the English colo- 
nists survive their first winter. 
“They’ve 
changed 
the 
name 
but 
haven’t 
changed the attitude,” said 
Paula Peters, a member of 
the Mashpee Wampanoag 
Tribe who worked for nearly 
20 years at the museum, 
most recently as market- 
ing director. “They’ve done 
nothing to ingratiate them- 
selves with tribes. Every step 
they take is tone deaf.” 
Museum 
spokesperson 
Rob Kluin, in a statement 
emailed to The Associated 
Press, said the museum 
has expanded the out- 
door Wampanoag exhibit, 
raised more than $2 million 
towards a new Indigenous 
programs building and has 
“several initiatives in place” 
to recruit and retain staff 
from Native communities. 
He declined to elaborate. 
The statement also cited a 
pair of grants the museum 
received to boost its Native 
American education pro- 
gramming. That included 
more than $160,000 from 
the National Endowment 
for the Humanities to host 
a workshop this summer for 
teachers on how to incor- 
porate Indigenous voices 


into their history lessons. 
The museum also noted 
that its new director of Al- 
gonquian Exhibits and In- 
terpretation is an Aquinnah 
Wampanoag who serves 
on his tribe’s education 
committee. 
Carol Pollard, whose late 
brother Anthony “Nanepa- 
shemet” Pollard played a 
key role in the develop- 
ment of the museum’s In- 
digenous programming as 
a 
leading 
Wampanoag 
historian, was among those 
dismayed at the state of 
the site. 
Last week, large gaps were 
evident in the battered tree 
bark roof of the large wetu, 
or traditional Wampanoag 
dwelling, that is a focal 
point of the Indigenous 
exhibit. Neither of the two 
museum 
interpreters 
on 
site was wearing traditional 


tribal attire. Meanwhile, on 
the Pilgrim settlement part 
of the museum, thatched 
roofs 
on 
the 
Colonial 
homes had been recently 
repaired, and numerous 
reenactors milled about in 
detailed period outfits. 
“I know my brother would 
be very disappointed,” said 
Pollard, who also worked as 
a gardener at the museum 
until last summer. “I guaran- 
tee you, people dressed in 
khakis and navy blue tops 
was not my brother’s vi- 
sion.” 
Former museum staffers say 
museum officials for years 
ignored their suggestions 
for modernizing and ex- 
panding the outdoor ex- 
hibit, which marks its 50th 
anniversary next year. 
That, coupled with low pay 
and poor working condi- 
tions, led to the departure 


of many long-standing Na- 
tive staffers who built the 
program into a must-see 
attraction by showcasing 
authentic Indigenous farm- 
ing, cooking, canoe build- 
ing and other cultural prac- 
tices, they say. 
“For more than a decade 
now, the museum has sys- 
tematically dismantled the 
outdoor exhibit,” the Wam- 
panoag 
Consulting 
Alli- 
ance, a Native group that 
includes Peters and other 
former 
museum 
staffers, 
said in a statement late last 
month. “Many steps taken 
to provide equal repre- 
sentation to Wampanoag 
programming have been 
removed, and the physical 
exhibit is in deplorable con- 
dition. The result has been 
the 
virtually 
complete 
alienation of the Wampa- 
noag communities.”q 


Native Americans urge boycott of ‘tone deaf’ Pilgrim museum 


Visitors walk through the 17th-Century English Village exhibit at the Plimoth Patuxet Museums on 
Nov. 18, 2018, in Plymouth, Mass. 
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By JOSH FUNK 
Associated Press 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — A Ne- 
braska woman has been 
charged with helping her 
teenage 
daughter 
end 
her pregnancy at about 
24 weeks after investiga- 
tors obtained Facebook 
messages in which the two 
discussed using medication 
to induce an abortion and 
plans to burn the fetus af- 
terward. 
The prosecutor handling 
the case said it’s the first 
time he has charged any- 
one for illegally perform- 
ing an abortion after 20 
weeks, a restriction that 
was passed in 2010. Before 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
overturned Roe v. Wade 
in June, states weren’t al- 
lowed to enforce abor- 
tion bans until the point at 
which a fetus is considered 
viable outside the womb, 
at roughly 24 weeks. 
In one of the Facebook 
messages, Jessica Burgess, 
41, tells her then 17-year- 
old daughter that she has 
obtained abortion pills for 
her and gives her instruc- 
tions on how to take them 
to end the pregnancy. 
The daughter, meanwhile, 
“talks about how she can’t 
wait to get the ‘thing’ out 
of her body,” a detec- 
tive wrote in court docu- 
ments. “I will finally be able 
to wear jeans,” she says in 
one of the messages. Law 
enforcement 
authorities 
obtained 
the 
messages 
with a search warrant, and 
detailed some of them in 
court documents. 
In early June, the mother 


and daughter were only 
charged with a single felo- 
ny for removing, conceal- 
ing or abandoning a body, 
and two misdemeanors: 
concealing the death of 
another person and false 
reporting. It wasn’t until 
about a month later, after 
investigators reviewed the 
private 
Facebook 
mes- 
sages, that they added 
the felony abortion-related 
charges against the moth- 
er. The daughter, who is 
now 18, is being charged 
as an adult at prosecutors’ 
request. 
Burgess’ 
attorney 
didn’t 
immediately respond to a 
message Tuesday, and the 
public defender represent- 
ing the daughter declined 
to comment. 
When first interviewed, the 
two told investigators that 
the teen had unexpect- 
edly given birth to a still- 
born baby in the shower in 
the early morning hours of 
April 22. They said they put 
the fetus in a bag, placed 
it in a box in the back of 
their van, and later drove 
several miles north of town, 
where 
they 
buried 
the 
body with the help of a 
22-year-old man. 
The man, whom The Associ- 
ated Press is not identifying 
because he has only been 
charged with a misde- 
meanor, has pleaded no 
contest to helping bury the 
fetus on rural land his par- 
ents own north of Norfolk in 
northeast Nebraska. He’s 
set to be sentenced later 
this month. 
In court documents, the 
detective said the fetus 


showed signs of “thermal 
wounds” and that the man 
told investigators the moth- 
er and daughter did burn 
it. He also wrote that the 
daughter confirmed in the 
Facebook exchange with 
her mother that the two 
would “burn the evidence 
afterward.” Based on med- 
ical records, the fetus was 
more than 23 weeks old, 
the detective wrote. 
Burgess later admitted to 
investigators to buying the 
abortion pills “for the pur- 
pose of instigating a mis- 
carriage.” 
At first, both mother and 
daughter said they didn’t 
remember the date when 
the 
stillbirth 
happened, 
but according to the de- 
tective, the daughter later 
confirmed the date by con- 
sulting her Facebook mes- 
sages. After that he sought 
the warrant, he said. 
Madison County Attorney 
Joseph Smith told the Lin- 
coln Journal Star that he’s 
never filed charges like this 
related to performing an 
abortion illegally in his 32 
years as the county pros- 
ecutor. He didn’t imme- 
diately respond to a mes- 
sage from the AP on Tues- 
day. 
The group National Advo- 
cates for Pregnant Women, 
which supports abortion 
rights, found 1,331 arrests 
or detentions of women 
for crimes related to their 
pregnancy from 2006 to 
2020. 
Facebook 
spokesman 
Andy Stone defended the 
way the company han- 
dled authorities’ request 
for information in this case 
after a gag order about it 
was lifted Tuesday. 
“Nothing in the valid war- 
rants we received from 
local 
law 
enforcement 
in early June, prior to the 
Supreme Court decision, 
mentioned 
abortion,” 
Stone said. “The warrants 
concerned charges relat- 
ed to a criminal investiga- 
tion and court documents 
indicate that police at the 
time were investigating the 
case of a stillborn baby 
who was burned and bur- 
ied, not a decision to have 
an abortion.”q 


Nebraska woman charged with helping 
daughter have abortion 


Protesters line the street around the front of the Nebraska State 
Capitol during an Abortion Rights Rally held on July 4, 2022, in 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Associated Press 


Wisconsin woman in 
Slender Man attack 
drops release request 


WAUKESHA, Wis. (AP) — One of two Wisconsin wom- 
en who were sent to a state mental health facility 
after a 2014 stabbing attack on a sixth-grade class- 
mate that they claimed was to appease the horror 
character Slender Man has withdrawn her petition 
for release. 
In June, Morgan Geyser, 20, asked Waukesha Coun- 
ty Judge Michael Bohren to order her release as he 
did last year for her co-defendant, Anissa Weier, who 
spent nearly four years at a mental health facility in 
Oshkosh. 
Bohren appointed three doctors to evaluate Gey- 
ser’s mental state. After receiving one doctor’s re- 
port, Geyser and her attorney sent a letter to the 
judge Tuesday. 
The letter said: “We are requesting that the remain- 
ing examinations not be finalized and we will con- 
tinue to revisit this issue as Ms. Geyser continues to 
make progress in treatment and advance with her 
recovery,” according to WTMJ-TV. 
Her attorney, Anthony Cotton, has not returned a 
call for comment. 
According to prosecutors, Geyser and Weier lured 
Payton Leutner to woods in a Waukesha park follow- 
ing a sleepover in May 2014, and Geyser repeatedly 
stabbed Leutner while Weier urged her on. All three 
girls were 12 at the time. 
Geyser and Weier left Leutner for dead, but she man- 
aged to crawl out of the woods and was discovered 
by a passing bicyclist. 
She suffered 19 stab wounds and barely survived, 
according to medical staff who treated her. 
Police found Weier and Geyser later that day walk- 
ing on Interstate 94 in Waukesha. They said they were 
traveling to Slender Man’s mansion in northern Wis- 
consin and attacked Leutner because they thought 
it would make them Slender Man’s servants and pre- 
vent him from killing their families. 
Geyser pleaded guilty to attempted first-degree in- 
tentional homicide in a deal with prosecutors and a 
judge sent her to the Winnebago Mental Health Insti- 
tute after determining she had a mental illness. 
Weier pleaded guilty to attempted second-degree 
intentional homicide and was also sent to the psychi- 
atric facility after a jury found she was suffering from 
a mental illness at the time of the attack. 
Last September, Weier was granted a conditional re- 
lease to live with her father and was ordered to wear 
a GPS monitor.q 


Morgan Geyser is escorted out of the courtroom following 
her sentencing on Feb. 1, 2018, in Waukesha, Wis. 
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PARIS (AP) — Firefighters 
were battling a wildfire 
in 
southwestern 
France 


on Wednesday in a re- 
gion known for its pine for- 
ests that was ravaged by 


flames last month. 
The blaze forced the evac- 
uation of about 8,000 peo- 
ple and destroyed at least 
sixteen houses. A major 
highway near the city of 
Bordeaux was closed on 
Wednesday afternoon due 
to the fire raging nearby. 
Authorities in Spain´s north- 
ern Basque Country region 
said France has stopped 
freight trucks from crossing 
the border at Irun due to 
the fire. 
Photos released by firefight- 
ers showed flames raging 
through pine forests, send- 
ing clouds of dark gray 
smoke soaring into the sky. 
More than 60 square kilo- 
meters (23 square miles) 


have burned in the Gironde 
region and the neighboring 
Landes in the latest wildfire 
to erupt in a European na- 
tion as the continent swel- 
ters through a hot and dry 
summer. 
French 
Interior 
Minister Gerald Darmanin 
announced that more fire- 
fighters have been sent to 
the site in an effort to con- 
tain the fire. In total, more 
than 1,000 firefighters, nine 
aircraft and two helicop- 
ters have been mobilized, 
he said. 
The Gironde region was hit 
last month by major wild- 
fires that forced the evacu- 
ation of more than 39,000 
people, including residents 
and tourists.q 


By DANIEL NIEMANN and 
FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 
COLOGNE, Germany (AP) 
— Water levels on the Rhine 
River could reach a criti- 
cally low point in the com- 
ing days, German officials 
said Wednesday, making 
it increasingly difficult to 
transport goods — includ- 
ing coal and gasoline — as 
drought and an energy cri- 
sis grip Europe. 
Weeks 
of 
dry 
weather 
have turned several of Eu- 
rope’s 
major 
waterways 
into trickles, posing a head- 
ache for German facto- 
ries and power plants that 
rely on deliveries by ship 
and making an economic 
slowdown ever more likely. 
Transporting goods by in- 
land waterways is more im- 
portant in Germany than in 
many other Western Euro- 
pean countries, according 
to Capital Economics. 
“This is particularly the case 
for the Rhine, whose nauti- 
cal bottleneck at Kaub has 
very low water levels but 
which remains navigable 
for ships with small drafts,” 
said 
Tim 
Alexandrin, 
a 
spokesman for Germany’s 
Transport Ministry. 
Authorities predict that wa- 
ter levels at Kaub will dip 
below the mark of 40 centi- 
meters (16 inches) early Fri- 
day and keep falling over 
the weekend. While this is 
still higher than the record 
low of 27 centimeters seen 


in October 2018, many 
large ships could struggle 
to safely pass the river at 
that spot, located roughly 
mid-way along the Rhine 
between 
Koblenz 
and 
Mainz. 
“The situation is quite dra- 
matic, but not as dramatic 
yet as in 2018,” said Chris- 
tian Lorenz, a spokesman 
for the German logistics 
company HGK. 
From France and Italy, Eu- 
rope is struggling with dry 
spells, shrinking waterways 
and heat waves that are 
becoming 
more 
severe 
and frequent because of 
climate change. Low water 
levels are another blow for 
industry in Germany, which 
is struggling with shrinking 
flows of natural gas that 
have sent prices surging. 
Due to the lack of water, 
ships bringing salt down 
the Rhine River from Hei- 
lbronn to Cologne that 
would normally carry 2,200 
metric tons (2,425 U.S. tons) 
of cargo are only able to 
transport about 600 tons, 
he said. 
“Of course, we hope that 
shipping won’t be halted, 
but we saw in 2018 that 
when water levels got very 
low the gas stations sud- 
denly had no more fuel 
because ships couldn’t get 
through,” Lorenz said. 
Authorities are taking steps 
to shift more goods traffic 
onto the rail network and, 
if necessary, give it priority, 


said Alexandrin, the Trans- 
port Ministry spokesman. 
Those other options will be 
more expensive and take 
longer, with the higher 
cost making it impossible in 
some cases, said Andrew 
Cunningham, chief Europe 
economist for Capital Eco- 
nomics. 
The river transportation is- 
sues are not problematic 
for German industry as 
shrinking flows and rising 
prices for natural gas, he 
said, with Russia having 
reduced deliveries to Ger- 
many through the Nord 
Stream 1 pipeline to 20% of 
capacity. But the woes on 
the Rhine could still take a 
small bite out of econom- 
ic growth if they last until 
December, add a bit to 
already-high inflation and 
lead industrial production 
to drop slightly, the econo- 
mist said. 
But with Capital Economics 


already expecting flat eco- 
nomic growth in Germany 
in the third quarter and a 
contraction in the last three 
months of the year, “the 
low water level in the Rhine 
simply makes a recession 
even more likely,” Cunning- 
ham said. 
HGK and other shipping 
companies are preparing 
for a “new normal” in which 
low water levels become 
more common as global 
warming makes droughts 
more severe, sapping wa- 
ter along the length of the 
Rhine from the Swiss Alps to 
the North Sea. 
“There’s no denying cli- 
mate change and the in- 
dustry is adjusting to it,” said 
Lorenz. 
All new ships being ordered 
by the company will be 
built with a view to making 
them suitable for low wa- 
ter levels on the Rhine, he 
said.q 


Rhine River could fall below critical mark, risking industry 


The river Rhine is pictured with low water in Cologne, Germany, 
Wednesday, Aug. 10, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Wildfire in southwestern France: 8,000 people evacuated 


This photo provided by the fire brigade of the Gironde region 
SDIS 33, (Departmental fire and rescue service 33) shows flames 
consume trees at a forest fire in Saint Magne, south of Bordeaux, 
south western France, Wednesday, Aug. 10, 2022. 
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By BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — President Joe 
Biden said Wednesday the 
U.S. is certain that the Syr- 
ian government is holding 
American journalist Austin 
Tice, who went missing in 
the war-torn country a de- 
cade ago. He urged Da- 
mascus to help bring Tice 
back home. 
Biden’s comments came 
in a statement released by 
the White House to mark 
the 10th anniversary of 
Tice’s 
abduction, 
which 
took place when he was 
in Syria covering its now 
lengthy conflict. They were 
the clearest indication so 
far that the U.S. is certain 
Tice is being held by the 
government of President 
Bashar Assad. 
Tice went missing shortly af- 
ter his 31st birthday on Aug. 
14, 2012 at a checkpoint in 
a contested area west of 
the capital Damascus. A 
video released a month lat- 
er showed him blindfolded 
and held by armed men, 
saying “Oh, Jesus.” He has 
not been heard from since. 
“We know with certainty 
that he has been held by 
the Government of Syria,” 
Biden said in the statement 
adding that “we have re- 
peatedly asked the gov- 
ernment of Syria to work 
with us so that we can bring 
Austin home.” 
“On the tenth anniversary 
of his abduction, I am call- 
ing on Syria to end this and 
help us bring him home,” 
Biden 
said. 
He 
added 


there “is no higher priority 
in my Administration than 
the recovery and return of 
Americans held hostage 
or 
wrongfully 
detained 
abroad.” 
Four years ago, then-U.S. 
envoy to Syria, James Jef- 
frey, said Tice is believed to 
be alive and held hostage 
in Syria. He didn’t say why 
officials believe this or who 
might be holding him. 
In May, top Lebanese se- 
curity official Maj. Gen. Ab- 
bas Ibrahim met with U.S. 
officials in Washington as 
part of mediation efforts 
between the U.S. and Syria 
for Tice’s release. Ibrahim, 
the chief of Lebanon’s 
General Security Director- 
ate, has mediated com- 
plicated hostage releases 
in the past. Tice is one of 
two Americans who went 
missing in Syria. The other 
is Majd Kamalmaz, a psy- 
chologist from Virginia, who 
vanished in Syria in 2017. 
U.S. 
Secretary 
of 
State 
Antony Blinken also said in 
a statement that “we will 
continue to pursue all avail- 
able avenues to bring Aus- 
tin home and work tirelessly 
until we succeed in doing 
so.” 
Blinken said Special Presi- 
dential Envoy for Hostage 
Affairs Roger Carstens will 
continue to engage with 
the Syrian government in 
close coordination with the 
White House, the Hostage 
Recovery Fusion Cell, and 
the State Department. 
In 2016, then- Syrian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Faisal Mek- 


dad told The Associated 
Press that “Austin Tice is not 
in the hands of Syrian au- 
thorities and we don’t have 
any information about him 
at all.” Mekdad is currently 
Syria’s foreign minister. 
In May, Biden met Tice’s 
parents and reiterated his 
commitment to continue 
to work through all avail- 
able avenues to secure 
“Austin’s long overdue re- 
turn to his family.” 
Tice is from Houston and his 
work had been published 
by The Washington Post, 
McClatchy 
newspapers 
and other outlets. He went 
to Syria to cover the con- 
flict that started in 2011 and 
has since left hundreds of 
thousands dead and near- 
ly half the pre-war popula- 
tion of 23 million displaced. 
More than 5 million of the 
displaced 
are 
refugees 
outside the country. 
In the final months of the 
Trump administration, two 
U.S. officials — including 
the government’s top hos- 
tage negotiator, Carstens 
— made a secret visit to 
Damascus to seek infor- 
mation on Tice and other 
Americans who have dis- 
appeared in Syria. It was 
the highest-level talk in 
years between the U.S. 
and Assad’s government, 
though Syrian officials of- 
fered no meaningful infor- 
mation on Tice. 
“The Tice family deserves 
answers, and more impor- 
tantly, they deserve to be 
swiftly reunited with Austin,” 
Biden said.q 


In reversal, Brazil court reopens 
case of rainforest park 


by 
FABIANO 
MAISON- 
NAVE 
Associated Press 
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 
After declaring the deci- 
sion final, a state court 
backpedaled 
Monday 
and reopened a lawsuit 
that invalidates a protect- 
ed area in Brazil’s Ama- 
zon. The judicial reversal 
is a setback for a cattle 
rancher dubbed the rain- 
forest’s worst perpetrator. 
The Mato Grosso state 
prosecutors’ 
office 
an- 
nounced it was the re- 
opening, 
saying 
the 
state’s upper court failed 
to notify the office of its 
decision, as it is required 
in lawsuits that involve the 
public interest. The state’s 
upper 
court 
confirmed 
the reversal to The Associ- 
ated Press. 
The Cristalino II State Park 
stretches for 118,000 hect- 
ares (292,000 acres), larg- 
er than New York City, and 
lies in the transition zone 
between 
the 
Amazon 
and drier Cerrado biomes. 
It is home to the endemic 
white-fronted spider mon- 
key (Ateles marginatus), a 
species endangered due 
to habitat loss. 
In a 3-2 decision, Mato 
Grosso´s upper court had 
ruled that the govern- 
ment’s creation of the 
park in 2001 was illegal 
because it took place 
without public consulta- 
tion. The plaintiff is a com- 
pany linked to Antonio 
José Rossi Junqueira Vile- 
la, who has been fined 
millions of dollars for defor- 
estation in Brazil and steal- 
ing thousands of hectares 
(acres) of the Amazon 
rainforest, including inside 
Cristalino II. 


In 2016, the Vilela family 
made headlines in Brazil 
for being at the center of 
a landmark enforcement 
operation against defor- 
estation in the Amazon. 
Brazil’s attorney general 
called him the single larg- 
est clearer of land in the 
Amazon. 
The state government did 
not appeal, citing techni- 
cal reasons, which led the 
court to declare the deci- 
sion final in April. 
Mato Grosso, Brazil’s larg- 
est 
soybean-producing 
state, is run by governor 
Mauro Mendes, a pro- 
agribusiness 
politician 
and ally of far-right Presi- 
dent Jair Bolsonaro, who 
has repeatedly said Brazil 
has too many protected 
areas and vowed not to 
create more of them. 
The legal events hap- 
pened in recent months, 
but it was only last week 
that the local press broke 
news of the park’s dis- 
solution, 
sparking 
the 
mobilization 
of 
Brazil’s 
environmentalist 
organi- 
zations. Now with the law- 
suit reopened, the state 
prosecutor’s office plans 
to appeal to higher, na- 
tional-level courts, In the 
meantime, the state gov- 
ernment cannot reverse 
the park’s creation as it 
had announced it would 
do last week. 
“The 
park 
continues,” 
said Edilene Amaral, a 
legal 
consultant 
with 
Mato Grosso Socio-envi- 
ronmental 
Observatory, 
a non-profit network, in 
a statement. “Any activ- 
ity incompatible with full 
protection remains pro- 
hibited and subject to 
penalties.”q 


In this July 22, 2019, file photo provided by Rodrigo Vargas, a 
boat moves through Cristalino II State Park in the state of Mato 
Grosso, Brazil. 


Associated Press 


US: Syrian government is holding 
American journalist Tice 


In this image taken from undated video posted to YouTube, American freelance journalist Austin 
Tice, who had been reporting for American news organizations in Syria until his disappearance in 
August 2012, prays in Arabic and English while blindfolded in the presence of gunmen. 


Associated Press 
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A.T.A. measured the perception of tourism amongst the residents 
A.T.A. completed another study on ‘Local Sentiment’ 


ORANJESTAD – In the months of 
May and June, Aruba Tourism Au- 
thority carried out a survey in order 
to find out the perception among 
the local residents regarding tour- 
ism – both positive and negative, 
focusing on the aspects of eco- 
nomic and social development. 


This survey was based on questions 
asked to residents back in 2017 in a 
similar survey. 
Originally, these questions were 
used in a survey among the resi- 
dents of Hawaii regarding their per- 
ception of tourism. It was decided 
to expand the survey in 2022 with 
additional questions compared to 
2018. 


It is important to note that while 
not everything that was brought 
forward in the survey falls under 
the main responsibility of A.T.A. 
as Aruba’s Destination Marketing 
and Management Organization 
(DMMO), the opinions and sug- 
gestions received do help to direct 
actions that do fall under the um- 
brella of A.T.A. and help A.T.A. in its 
role as advisor and guide to other 
organizations in the desired tourism 
development. A.T.A. values the in- 
clusion of the community when it 
comes to tourism, and whenever 
possible, will invite the community 
to be part of the conversation and 
the results. 


The residents were encouraged 
to complete the survey both virtu- 
ally and on paper. The organiza- 
tion managed to collect 2811 re- 
sponses, however, after excluding 
the responses of people who were 
not residents of Aruba and the re- 
sponses that were incomplete, a 
total of 1983 valid responses was 
reached. 


In 2018 a profile for each genera- 
tion was created in order to have 
a better understanding of the dif- 
ferent opinions among different 
groups of residents. These profiles 
were used once again to analyze 
the results of 2022. For this survey, 
quantitative as well as qualitative 
data was analyzed. 


The respondents were 35% male 
and 65% female. The largest group 
of respondents was between 30 
and 39 years old (25%). The district 
with the most respondents was 
Paradera/Santa Cruz (30%). Of the 
respondents, 39% is married, and 
80% is employed. 


In 2005, the Chamber of Com- 


merce (KvK) carried out a study in 
order to find out what was more 
important for our residents, be- 
tween economic and social de- 
velopment. 48% of participants an- 
swered social development while 
52% answered economic devel- 
opment. In 2018, A.T.A. used KvK’s 
question in its survey – and here it 
was noted that 60% of respondents 
chose social development while 
40% chose economic develop- 
ment. In 2022, social development 
was chosen by 56% of respondents 
while 44% chose economic devel- 
opment. 


Of those who chose economic de- 


velopment, 52% indicated that the 
expansion of industry unrelated to 
tourism is the most important as- 
pect for economic development. 
Of those who chose social devel- 
opment, 41% indicated that more 
social assistance is the most impor- 
tant aspect. 
Comments relating to the two 
types of development were prop- 
erly categorized. For economic 
development, the largest amount 
of comments referred to more 
economic pillars, finances and 
product improvement. For social 
development the largest amount 
of comments referred to more fo- 
cus on the community and the so- 


cial aspect, balance and educa- 
tion. 
Various questions were asked in 
which participants had to indi- 
cate between 1 and 5 their feel- 
ing on various topics, with 1 being 
extremely negative and 5 being 
extremely positive. From 1 to 5, re- 
spondents indicated with an aver- 
age of 3.8 that tourism has a posi- 
tive impact on Aruba in general. 
Respondents indicated with an 
average of 3.6 that tourism has a 
positive impact on them and their 
families. Respondents indicated 
with an average of 2.2 that their 
purchasing power for the next 
twelve months has been negative- 
ly impacted compared to before 
the pandemic. 


The responses were analyzed also 
comparing different generations. 
The respondents were asked to in- 
dicate between 1 and 5 if their is- 
land is too dependent on tourism. 
The lowest average here was 4.42 
for Baby Boomers, the highest was 
4.70 for Gen Z. 


Regarding the question if respon- 
dents feel that they have a voice 
in the tourism decisions on their 
island, between 1 and 5, the low- 
est average was 2.02 for Millenials, 
and the highest was 2.19 for Baby 
Boomers. 


Respondents were asked to share 
their 3 main worries regarding 
tourism: 76% indicated the high 
prices and the high cost of living; 
46% indicated damage to nature 
and the environment; and 35% in- 
dicated unaffordable housing for 
residents.q 
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The Bulldog Aruba 
Your Ultimate Party & Event Venue 


Nothing livens up your party like a ful- 
ly stocked bar manned by skilled and 
knowledgeable bartenders with a keen 
eye towards the latest cocktail trends 
and an emphasis on fresh seasonal in- 
gredients. We can mix up anything from 
old classics to wild new creations that 
will keep your guests chatting, dancing, 
and coming back for more. Whether 
you’re adding a cocktail hour to your 
event or just looking for an open Spirits 
and Liquor bar. We’ll gladly accommo- 
date with a drink service tailored to your 
specific needs. 


Our Exclusive Venue 
Our venue can be adjusted to any de- 
sired atmosphere, has a big bar, kitch- 
en and a centralized DJ- and Karaoke 
Booth. The Pool can either be used as 
a unique above-the-water dancefloor, 
which connects the left- and right wing 
of our venue at the same time, or as a 


swimming/party pool by removing the 
Pool-Deck. Last but not least, there’s a 
huge stage at hand right in front of our 
venue! 
Everything to realize your wishes. 


General Information 
Capacity: 375 
Party Capacity: 300 
Sit Down Capacity: 125 
Location: The Bulldog Aruba is situated 
in the center of Paseo Herencia Mall, 
Palm Beach. 
Interior: Scenic, Caribbean Style, Am- 
sterdam Elements. 
Wifi: Wifi Present 
Catering: In-House Catering 


Highlights 
- 
Indoor (Cocktail-)Bar 
- 
Outdoor Lounge 
- 
Spacious Outdoor Terrace 
- 
Pool(-Deck) Area 


- 
Kitchen 
- 
TV Screens 
- 
Big Screen + Projector 
- 
Entertainment Stage Available (Ca. 30 x 15 ft.) 
- 
Optional VIP-Area 
- 
Optional (Party-)Bus Transfer 
- 
2 Hours Free Parking in the Mall 


Bar Service 
The Bulldog Aruba delivers unique bar service custom- 
ized for all event types. Contact our Event Manager to 
determine which (Food- and) Beverage package best 
suits your upcoming event. 


In-House Event Design & Planning 
Our team is ready to help create and deliver your vi- 
sion at our unique venue in Aruba. Whether you are 
planning a small private event or an outstanding wed- 
ding-party for 300, we are ready to dazzle you and your 
guests. As one if the top event spaces in Palm Beach, 
our team is fueled by creativity, passion, professional- 
ism and experience. We can manage all aspects of 
the event to save you time, money, and energy. We 
can also work along side your team or planner to make 
your vision come to life. 


LET’S GET THE PARTY STARTED 
To find out how The Bulldog Aruba can enhance you 
event, please contact us. 


Hotel Partners 
The Bulldog Aruba also works closely with some of the 
leading hotels in Aruba and can help you coordinate 
room blocks. 


Partners and Planners 
If you are a planner or agency, we can connect with 
you to help make your event come to life. 


Info: 
E-mail: Vitchel.Venrooy@TheBulldog.com 
WhatsApp: (+297) 561 4770 
Phone Call: (+297) 561 4770 
Office Number: (+297) 582 1332 
Instagram: @TheBulldogAruba 
Facebook: The Bulldog Aruba 


LIVE MUSIC EVERY MONDAY AND FRIDAY! 
FROM 8PM TILL 10PM 


5-7pm: 20% OFF Premium Drinks & Shots 
7-9pm: $8 Happy Hour Cocktails, $3 Shots 
9-10pm: 2 for 1 Premium Drinks & Shots 
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Caribbean Linked VI Exhibition Opening 


Ateliers ‘89 Punto Di Beyas 
Arte Aruba, in collabora- 
tion with The Fresh Milk Art 
Platform, 
Barbados, 
and 
ARC Magazine, is pleased 
to invite you to the opening 
of the Caribbean Linked 
VI Exhibition, which will 
take place at Ateliers ‘89, 
Dominicanessenstraat 
34, 
Oranjestad, Aruba on Sun- 
day, August 14th, 2022, 
starting from 6:00 PM. 


Creatives from around the 
French, 
Spanish, 
English 
and Dutch Caribbean who 
have been living and work- 
ing together, touring the 
island and engaging with 
cultural spaces, and giving 
artist talks about their works 
for the duration of the resi- 
dency will be showcasing 
the outcome of their time 
here in Aruba in the form of 
a contemporary art expo. 
There will be refreshments 
served and live entertain- 
ment, including DJ Adria- 
no Nanof, will be available 
on the night. 
Participating artists in Ca- 
ribbean Linked VI include 


Vesuhely Americaan (Cu- 
raçao), 
Claudio 
Arnell 
(Saint Martin), Taisha Car- 
rington (Barbados), Rome- 
linda Maldonado (Aruba), 
Justin Reinir Croes (Aruba/ 
The 
Netherlands), 
John 
Reno Jackson (Cayman 
Islands), 
Sarabel 
Santos- 
Negrón (Puerto Rico), Sam- 
uel Sarmiento (Aruba/Ven- 
ezuela) and Béliza Troupé 
(Guadeloupe). The writer in 
residence is Ethan Knowles 
(Bahamas), and the cu- 
rator in residence is Sofía 
Olascoaga (Mexico). 


Everyone involved in this 
residency has given a tre- 
mendous amount of time, 
commitment, and enthusi- 
asm to making this a real- 
ity, and we look forward to 
welcoming you to see the 
culmination of their efforts! 


Caribbean 
Linked 
VI 
is 
made possible by gener- 
ous support from this year’s 
core sponsors Vrienden- 
Loterij Fonds, Mondriaan 
Fonds, 
Vertegenwoordig- 
ing van Nederland in Oran- 


jestad (VNO), Prins Bern- 
hard 
Cultuurfonds 
Cari- 
bisch Gebied, The Aruba 
Tourism 
Authority 
(ATA), 
SETAR, Garage Centraal, 
AHATA and La Cabana 
Hotel Aruba, as well as 
a number of local spon- 
sors in Aruba and regional 
support from the Gouver- 
nement of Sint Maarten, 
ART SAVES LIVES FOUNDA- 
TION (Sint Maarten), the 
National Gallery of the 
Cayman Islands, Cayman 
National Cultural Founda- 
tion (CNCF), the Ministry 
of YSCH (Cayman Islands), 
The Charitable Arts Foun- 
dation of the Bahamas and 
the National Art Gallery of 
the Bahamas. 


For more information, call 
Ateliers ’89 at (+297) 565 
4613, 
email 
caribbean- 
linked@gmail.com or visit 
the Caribbean Linked web- 
site 
at 
caribbeanlinked. 
com. Be sure to follow the 
Caribbean Linked Face- 
book and Instagram pages 
for regular updates on the 
residency.q 
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Health Month observed at La Cabana Beach Resort & Casino 


Eagle Beach – La Cabana 
Beach Resort & Casino 
kicked-off its “100 Days To 
Celebrate U”, a series of 
activities and festivities de- 
signed to express heartfelt 
appreciation for its associ- 


ates. 


Within that framework, the 
TLC committee announced 
a Health Month aiming to 
encourage associates to 
make changes and deliver 


ample information about 
healthier choices, the ben- 
efits of having a healthier 
lifestyle, the importance of 
mental health, and mind- 
fulness. 


Health Month kicked off 
with a presentation by the 
resort’s own Naisa Nurse, 
a Health Club Attendant 
and Personal Trainer. Naisa 
gave a very informative 
presentation about super 
foods and how they benefit 
both body and mind. 


The talk, held at the con- 
ference room, was well 
attended and enthusiasti- 
cally received. 


Health Week is observed at 
La Cabana Beach Resort 
& Casino once or twice a 
year, in different formats, 
but for 2022, the resort’s 
Green, Health & Safety 
Committee decided on a 
month-long program, with 
the emphasis on relevant, 
contemporary issues. 


The associates at La Ca- 
bana Beach Resort & Ca- 
sino agree: Happiness be- 
gins with good health.q 


Why You Should Not Miss Aruba’s Free City Center Street Car Tour 


Oranjestad - Aruba’s City 
Center Street Car - or as we 
call it in Dutch; “Tram van 
Oranjestad’ - is a single 
track tram line in Oranjes- 
tad, the capital city of Aru- 
ba. It was inaugurated on 
22 December 2012, being 
the first and so far the only 
passenger rail service on 
Aruba and the rest of the 
Dutch Caribbean. 


There are two trolleys, a 
single-deck one with 42 
seats and a double-decker 
with 64 seats. The line was 
inspired by the popular 
battery-powered streetcar 
operation at the Grove in 


Los Angeles, USA. Aruba’s 
streetcars are powered by 
hydrogen fuel cells, which 
are charged by the island’s 
year-round trade winds. 


Caya Betico Croes, mostly 
referred to as our “main 
street” has been devel- 
oped into a pollution-free 
pedestrian mall. The dou- 
ble-decker offers you a 360 
degree view of the down 
town area with a picture 
perfect scenery of the is- 
land’s clear blue skies. Who 
would not enjoy a ride on 
this beautiful and naturally 
air-conditioned 
vehicle? 
The tour consists of a total 


of 9 stops approximate- 
ly 200 meters apart from 
each other; all stops are 
clearly marked. 


The tram will bring you close 
to different museums, his- 
torical plazas, monuments, 
the Protestant church, Aru- 
ba’s high- end mall, retail 
shops, and a variety of lo- 
cal and international cui- 
sine restaurants. 


The “I love Aruba” trade- 
mark also belongs to that 
list. The third stop on the 
route is close to a 5-minute 
walk to the famous Renais- 
sance Marina showcasing 


luxurious yachts and Aru- 
ba’s blue waters. The “Tram 
van Oranjestad” starts from 
a balloon loop near the 
Port of Call and serves the 
downtown area and ends 
at Plaza Nicky. The first ride 


starts at 10:00 am sharp 
with intervals of 25minutes. 
The last trolley departs from 
the cruise port at 5:00 pm. 
Don’t miss this tour of the 
beautiful Aruba’s City Cen- 
ter – it is free for all!q 
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Milvienne Henriquez, coach of female U15 team: 
“Many other coaches didn’t consider Aruba as competition” 


Monday afternoon a cel- 
ebration 
took 
place 
in 
honor of the female U15 
soccer team who repre- 
sented Aruba in the 2022 
Concacaf Girls Under 15 
Championship, in Tampa, 
Florida and came out as 
sub-champion. 
Our 
re- 
porter caught up with the 
team’s head coach, Milvi- 
enne Henriquez, who told 
us how the preparation for 
the team went, and what 
their experience was dur- 
ing the championship. 


Henriquez says that the pre- 
sentation went sublime. The 
team is part of a program 
of AVB (Aruba Football As- 
sociation) 
called 
Acad- 
emies, and from the acad- 
emy a selection is made to 
form the team. These play- 
ers train the whole year four 
times per week, the kids 
have no rest. 


Last year, this same team 
represented Aruba in the 
Dominican 
Republic 
in 
the CFU Challenge Series 
championship, where they 
were crowned winners. Re- 
garding the difference be- 
tween CFU and Concacaf 
Girls U15, coach Henriquez 
explained that CFU is a de- 
velopment competition un- 
der Concacaf. 
She added that this is the 
first time this team is com- 
peting together, and they 
wrote history as the first 
U14 
team 
winning 
the 
championship. From there, 
Henriquez says, the team 
trained a whole year dur- 
ing which they had friendly 
games of a higher level of 
competition, among oth- 
ers, against the Curaçao 
U17 team. “The preparation 
was a lot more intense, and 
the experience they have 
already, so they are better 
prepared”, Henriquez said. 


Coach 
Henriquez 
com- 
mented that of the different 
aspects during the champi- 
onship in Tampa, the most 
difficult for the team was 
the sun, the heat, the lack 
of wind, and the schedule. 
The team had two games 
back-to-back, then a day’s 
rest, then two more games 
back-to-back, and then 


another day’s rest, until 
they reached the final. 
But 
Henriquez 
highlights 
that during their one-year 
preparation, 
when 
they 
found out the schedule 
that the Aruba team was 
playing and the season in 
which they would travel to 
the U.S., they began train- 
ing here on Aruba in the 


same hours to see if the kids 
could handle the intensity 
and so that they would be 
mentally prepared for the 
sun as well. 


In the beginning, Aruba 
was in the C-league, the 
lowest league for the Carib- 
bean islands. Coach Hen- 
riquez explains that Conca- 


caf selects these leagues 
based on the U17 ranking, 
and Aruba had only par- 
ticipated once in the U17, 
meaning they were lower. 
But to their surprise, coach 
Henriquez says, two days 
before they travelled, a lot 
of the small islands were no 
longer able to participat- 
ed because of visa issues, 


among 
other 
problems, 
and thus Aruba was moved 
to the B-league, with coun- 
tries like Nicaragua and 
Honduras, which are big 
teams. 


“What was good is that the 
kids were well prepared 
and put up a good fight. It 
was a challenge, but surely 
you can see our soccer is 
on a high level and deserv- 
edly we fell into the league 
in which we belonged 
from the start. And what 
is great about this is that 
many coaches, for exam- 
ple those of Honduras and 
Nicaragua, didn’t consider 
Aruba as competition. To 
their surprise that was not 
the case, and we received 
a lot of compliments from 
them”, Henriquez added. 


Regarding 
what’s 
next 
for this team, Henriquez 
indicated that first they 
will take a much needed 
break. The academies con- 
tinue, the programs of AVB 
continue and there will be 
a new U14 team, which will 
be formed again for CFU. 
Henriquez mentioned that 
there will be another U17 
competition next year or 
in two years, which means 
the kids will continue their 
preparation and make sure 
they are in top form, be- 
cause U17 is ranked and 
that means it is a stronger 
competition. 


On the subject of soccer, 
the male U14 team was also 
present at the celebration, 
and Erick Santos, technical 
staff member, announced 
that this team will depart 
tomorrow to represent Aru- 
ba in the CFU tournament 
in the Dominican Republic. 
“It is a tournament in which 
we will definitely give our 
all. There will be four games 
in one week, where we will 
play against teams like St. 
Kitts, Jamaica and Haiti. 
The 
preparations 
have 
been going on for a long 
time already and we have 
no doubts in this team, and 
we hope to be able to bring 
this trophy to Aruba and to 
celebrate with the Aruban 
community as well”, Santos 
said.q 
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By LIZ WESTON 
of NerdWallet 
Inflation is scary. Groceries, 
gas, airfare, car purchases, 
utilities : In so many areas, 
your buying power is shrink- 
ing as prices continue to 
rise. Fear can make you 
want to do something any- 
thing! to fight back. Thank- 
fully, many of the best 
moves to counteract infla- 
tion align beautifully with 
time-tested money man- 
agement practices. Here 
are three areas where 
smart strategies become 
even smarter when prices 
are rising. 
INVEST WITH THE LONG 
TERM IN MIND 
Advice 
about 
“inflation 
proofing” your investments 
often mentions gold, com- 
modities and real estate . If 
you already have a well-di- 
versified portfolio, though, 
beware of short-term strat- 
egies that could backfire, 
says Michelle Gessner, a 
certified financial planner 
in Houston. 
“Your best bet is stocks,” 
Gessner says. “Investing in 
equities is one of the best 
hedges against inflation 
that there is.” 
Gold hasn’t been a reli- 
able inflation hedge since 
the 1970s, Gessner notes. 
Commodities basic goods 
such as agricultural prod- 
ucts, fuel and metals can 
be profitable when infla- 
tion spikes, but returns over 
the long run have been 
disappointing. For the 20- 
year period ending April 
29, for example, the S&P 
500 stock index more than 
tripled while the Bloom- 
berg 
Commodity 
Index 
was up about 30%. 
Real estate has a better 
track record, both during 
inflationary 
periods 
and 
for the long haul. But own- 
ing property directly can 
be a hassle, which is why 
many financial planners 
recommend mutual funds, 
exchange-traded 
funds 
or real estate investment 
trusts that invest in office 
buildings, apartments, ho- 
tels, shopping centers and 
other commercial proper- 
ty. But even there, people 
shouldn’t go overboard, 
Gessner says. She recom- 


This undated file photo provided by NerdWallet shows Liz Weston, 
a columnist for personal finance website NerdWallet.com. 
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3 ways to fight inflation and win the 
long game 


mends that her clients in- 
vest 3% to 4% of their port- 
folios in real estate. 
“Everything 
in 
modera- 
tion,” Gessner says. “More 
is not necessarily better.” 
PAY DOWN DEBT THE SMART 
WAY 
Inflation can be good for 
people 
with 
fixed-rate 
debt such as mortgages, 
car loans or federal stu- 
dent loans. As inflation 
erodes 
a 
dollar’s 
buy- 
ing power, borrowers are 
able to pay back debt 
with cheaper money than 
what they borrowed. Even 
without inflation, though, 
financial planners say most 
people have better uses 
for their money than pre- 
paying debt with low, fixed 
rates. Only after you’ve 
maxed out your retirement 
savings, built up an emer- 
gency fund and paid off 
all other, higher-rate debt 
should you consider mak- 
ing extra payments on a 
mortgage, for example. 
“Having a mortgage at 3% 
is not such a bad thing if 
you can take that money 
and do something better 
with it,” Gessner says. 
Consider 
targeting 
any 


credit card or other vari- 
able rate debt, since that’s 
likely getting more expen- 
sive as the Federal Reserve 
raises interest rates to com- 
bat inflation. If you can’t 
pay this debt off quickly, 
look into fixing the rate. 
You may be able to use 
a personal loan to pay off 
credit cards, for example, 
if you have good credit. 
If you’re struggling to pay 
your 
debt, 
a 
nonprofit 
credit counselor can help 
review your budget and 
discuss options. You can 
get referrals from the Na- 
tional Foundation for Cred- 
it Counseling at www.nfcc. 
org. 
DELAY SOCIAL SECURITY 
One of the best inflation 
hedges that retirees can 
have is a maxed-out Social 
Security benefit, says Wil- 
liam Reichenstein, head of 
research for Social Security 
Solutions, a claiming strat- 
egy website. 
Social 
Security 
benefits 
are 
adjusted 
annually 
for inflation, so the larger 
someone’s 
benefit, 
the 
more money they get from 
each annual cost-of-living 
adjustment.q 
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Paradise Beach Villas 
refurbished Towhouse 
For Sale wk 32. 2 bedr., 2 bathr 
sleeps 6, large, 2 balc, 2 pools 
great beah, sunset, 3 restaur. 
For Sale Eagle Aruba Resorts 
& Casino wk 32. 2 bedr., 
sleeps 6 overlooking pool 
CaLL usa 941-343-1088 


________________________________215587 


For Sale Eagle Aruba Resorts 
& Casino 
wk 32, 2bedr. sleeps 6, 
overlooking pool 


FOR SALE 
Paradise Beach Villas 
refurbished Townhouse, 
For Sale wk 32, 2bedr. 2bathr. 
sleeps 6, large, 2 balc. 2 pools 
great beach, sunset, 3 restau. 
castem1@aol.com 
Call usa 516-238-2232 usa 


_________________________________215577 


San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Sta. Anna Tel. 586 8181 
San Nicolas: 
san Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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By SIBI ARASU 
Associated Press 
BENGALURU, 
India 
(AP) 
— Landfills are releasing 
far more planet-warming 
methane into the atmo- 
sphere from the decompo- 
sition of waste than previ- 
ously thought, a study sug- 
gests. 
Scientists 
used 
satellite 
data from four major cit- 
ies worldwide Delhi and 
Mumbai in India, Lahore in 
Pakistan and Buenos Aires 
in Argentina and found 
that emissions from land- 
fills in 2018 and 2019 were 
1.4 to 2.6 times higher than 
earlier estimates. 
The study, published in 
Science 
Advances 
on 
Wednesday, is aimed at 
helping local governments 
carry out targeted efforts 
to limit global warming by 
pinpointing specific sites of 
major concern. 
When organic waste like 
food, wood or paper de- 
composes, it emits meth- 
ane into the air. Landfills 
are the third-largest source 
of 
methane 
emissions 
globally, after oil and gas 
systems and agriculture. 
Although methane only 
accounts for about 11% of 
greenhouse gas emissions 
and lasts about a dozen 
years in the air, it traps 80 
times more heat in the at- 
mosphere 
than 
carbon 
dioxide does. Scientists es- 
timate that at least 25% of 
today’s warming is driven 
by methane from human 


A person picks through trash for reusable items as a fire rages at the Bhalswa landfill in New Delhi, 
April 27, 2022. 
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Satellite data finds landfills are methane ‘super emitters’ 


actions. 
“This is the first time that 
high-resolution satellite im- 
ages have been used to 
observe landfills and cal- 
culate their methane emis- 
sions,” said Joannes Maas- 
akkers, lead author of the 
study and atmospheric sci- 
entist at the Netherlands In- 
stitute for Space Research. 
“We found that these land- 
fills, which are relatively 
small compared to city 
sizes, are responsible for a 
large fraction of total emis- 
sions from a given area,” 
he said. 
Satellite data to detect 
emissions is still a relatively 
new field, but it’s being 
used more and more to 


observe gases across the 
world. It means more inde- 
pendent organizations are 
tracking greenhouse gases 
and identifying big emit- 
ters, 
whereas 
previously 
local government figures 
were the only source avail- 
able. 
“This new work shows just 
how important it is to man- 
age landfills better, espe- 
cially in countries like India 
where landfills are often on 
fire, emitting a wide range 
of damaging pollutants,” 
said Euan Nesbit, an Earth 
scientist at Royal Holloway, 
University of London, who 
wasn’t part of the study.q 
Earlier this year, smoke 
hung over New Delhi for 


days after a massive land- 
fill caught fire as the coun- 
try was sweltering in an 
extreme heat wave with 
temperatures surpassing 50 
degrees Celsius (122 Fahr- 
enheit). At least two other 
landfill fires have been re- 
ported in India this year.q 
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By HILARY FOX 
Associated Press 
Indian actor Aamir Khan 
enjoyed “Forrest Gump” so 
much that he’s starring in a 
Hindi remake. 
Released in 1994, the origi- 
nal film went on to sweep 
the Oscars, taking six tro- 
phies including best pic- 
ture and best actor for Tom 
Hanks. Directed by Robert 
Zemeckis and written by 
Eric Roth based on Win- 
ston Groom’s novel, “For- 
rest Gump,” is the tale of a 
slow-witted but mathemat- 
ically gifted man who wit- 
nesses key points and fig- 
ures of U.S. history, like the 
Vietnam War, presidents 
and Elvis Presley. 
Nearly 30 years later, the 
story has been given an 
Indian makeover — with 
Khan taking on the role of 
the titular character “Laal 
Singh Chaddha’’ — in- 
cluding 
converting 
the 
line “Run, Forrest, run” into 
“Run, Laal, run.” 
“I just remember seeing it 
a couple of times in a short 
span, and it had a deep 
impact on me, Khan says 
“I loved the character of 
Forrest. I loved the way Tom 
played the part as well. 
And it’s a film that stayed 
with me.” 
It took a decade for Khan 


to get the movie rights. But 
big changes were made 
to root “Laal Singh Chad- 
dha” in Indian history and 
culture, with both the Kar- 
gil war and superstar Shah 
Rukh Khan appearing. 
Laal does not think life is 
like a box of chocolates, 
he instead likes to quote 
his mother talking about 
Golgappas - small circles of 
filled, deep-fried flatbread 
enjoyed with spiced water, 
which has a slightly differ- 
ent meaning than the origi- 
nal motto. 
“(Forrest says) ‘my momma 
used to say life is like a box 
of chocolates: you never 
know which one you would 
get.’ And in this one, the 
English translation is, ‘My 
mama used to say that life 


is like a Golgappa: your 
stomach gets full, but your 
heart desires more,’” ex- 
plains Khan. 
He says writer Atul Kulkarni 
was adapting what was 
“essentially American” into 
something “quintessentially 
Indian and very relevant to 
us culturally.” 
Directed by Advait Chan- 
dan, “Laal Singh Chad- 
dha” also stars Kareena 
Kapoor Khan, Mona Singh 
and Naga Chaitanya. 
Khan says he asked Kapoor 
Khan, who’s had a success- 
ful career for more than 
two decades, to try out for 
the pivotal role of Laal’s 
friend, Rupa D’souza. 
“She’s such a huge star 
and she’s never auditioned 
for a part in her life. But for 


me, doing an audition for 
the part is perfectly natu- 
ral because even I want to 
see how close I am to the 
character. So we’re not 
really testing to see that a 
person can act or not, but 
really how suitable the per- 
son is for the part. But that’s 
something which is very un- 
usual in India.” 
Another huge star who 
makes a small but impor- 
tant appearance in the 
movie is legendary Indian 
actor Shah Rukh Khan. No 
audition needed, as he’s 
portraying himself. 
“We were trying to look for 
an equivalent to Elvis Pres- 
ley in America. And I think 
for us, it was an obvious 
choice to go for Shah Rukh, 
because he’s such a huge 


star and everyone loves 
him so much,” Khan says. 
“He was really sporting and 
generous and said, yes, I’d 
love to do that.” 
“Laal Singh Chaddha” is 
releasing around the world 
this month — including 
on 350 screens in the U.K., 
which is a new record for 
an Indian movie. 
“I’m really nervous,” Khan 
admits. 
“It’s a film that we’ve made 
with so much love and care 
and it’s been such a chal- 
lenging film to make. The 
whole journey has been dif- 
ficult but exciting and fun.” 
A lot of that journey was 
spent sprinting towards the 
finish line — and he “ran a 
lot,’’ Khan says. 
“For a month and a half we 
were traveling across the 
country, and each place 
we went to I just was run- 
ning, and Advait as a di- 
rector was quite heartless. 
He would start a shot and 
he would be in the car, and 
there would be a camera 
in the car, and I would be 
running and the car would 
be just driving, and it would 
be a few kilometers by the 
time he said cut.” 
“Laal Singh Chaddha” re- 
leases in India, Germany, 
France, Singapore, the U.K. 
and the U.S. on Thursday.q 


Run, Laal, run: Aamir Khan stars in Indian ‘Forrest Gump’ 


This image released by Paramount Pictures shows Aamir Khan in a scene from “Laal Singh 
Chaddha.” 
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Review: Rough-start novel with redemptive, 
touching finish 


By DONNA EDWARDS 
Associated Press 
Mika Suzuki is a directionless, 
35-year-old 
Japanese 
woman 
with a big secret: She gave her 


daughter up for adoption at 19. 
Emiko Jean’s latest novel, “Mika 
in Real Life,” takes place as Mika 
takes on a major transformation, 
starting with reconnecting with 
her daughter, Penny. Eventually, 
Mika has to confront the events 
that led her to being a hopelessly 
single, constantly laid-off disap- 
pointment to her mother, and 
figure out how to have a relation- 
ship with her own child whom she 
hasn’t spoken to since the day 
Penny was born. In an effort to not 
look like such a loser, Mika begins 
weaving a tapestry of lies to cre- 
ate the life of Mika 2.0; who she 
wants to be and maybe could 
have been. Mika gives her life an 
undeserved glow-up that will cer- 
tainly blow up in her face. It’s hard 
to enjoy when things are going 
right for Mika because you know 
all the sugar glass will splinter into 


shards sooner or later. The whole 
time you’re thinking of ways for 
Mika to come clean because it’s 
the only and obvious solution from 
the start. Mika’s reasons for lying in 
the first place are not particularly 
compelling anyway. 
Fortunately, that train wreck only 
takes about a third of the book 
before moving on to greener pas- 
tures. The novel picks up when 
Jean reveals Mika in real life — not 
just a Mika that’s honest, but one 
that is a better, rounder charac- 
ter. She’s more believable. 
When Mika decides to be honest 
with herself and others, she be- 
gins to process her life. “Mika in 
Real Life” explores universal issues 
— like finding happiness and the 
challenges of being a parent — 
as well as nuanced ones, like the 
Suzuki family’s particular strains 
of trauma: her mother being up- 


rooted to a foreign land, Mika’s 
own experiences that led to her 
being pregnant and giving up art, 
and Penny’s pursuit of identity as 
a Japanese American raised by 
white parents in Ohio. 
The Mika of the second half of the 
book makes for far more pleasant 
company. She isn’t perfect but 
has a semblance of balance in 
her life and strives to be someone 
and do something. 
For the first bit, “Mika in Real Life” 
relies on its interesting premise to 
drag readers through flat predict- 
ability and buckshot-style writing 
that turns everything into an op- 
portunity for flashbacks and expo- 
sition. But I’m grateful for Jean’s 
tenacity, because it’s worth wad- 
ing through the rough start to get 
the novel’s redemptive, touching 
ending. “Mika in Real Life” has 
heart, and it touched mine.q 


This 
image 
released 
by 
William 
Morrow shows “Mika in Real Life” by 
Emiko Jean. 
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By JAY COHEN 
AP Baseball Writer 
DYERSVILLE, Iowa (AP) — 
David Bell’s grandfather, 
father and brother played 
in the majors. Bell spent 12 
years in the big leagues 
himself and worked as a 
coach and front office ex- 
ecutive before taking over 
as manager of the Cincin- 
nati Reds. 
So yeah, “ Field of Dreams,” 
a movie about family and 
baseball, hits a little differ- 
ently for him. 
“Baseball’s a big part of 
our life,” Bell said, “and I 
thought that the movie did 
a great job of kind of just 
telling the story of how im- 
portant baseball can be to 
families and just to people 
in general.” 
“Field 
of 
Dreams” 
gets 
another tribute Thursday 
night when Bell’s Reds take 
on the Chicago Cubs in 
a throwback ballpark in 
the cornfields of eastern 
Iowa, a short walk from the 
field where Kevin Costner, 
James Earl Jones, Ray Li- 
otta and Amy Madigan 
filmed the 1989 movie. 
Under a light blue sky with a 
few dashes of clouds, work- 
ers put the final touches on 
the major league park on 
a warm Wednesday after- 
noon. A couple of youth 
teams played on the field 
from the movie as Cubs 
and Reds fans wandered 
around the grounds. 
The game comes 2 1/2 
months after Liotta, who 


played the ghost of Shoe- 
less Joe Jackson, died in 
May at age 67. 
Each team will wear spe- 
cial uniforms inspired by 
how the franchises looked 
in the early 20th century, 
and Cincinnati first base- 
man Joey Votto and Chi- 
cago outfielder Ian Happ 
will be on two-way mics for 
the broadcast on FOX. 
The Reds are considered 
the home team, and the 
three-game set concludes 
with games in Cincinnati on 
Saturday and Sunday. 
But first, Iowa. 
“Just really excited,” Cubs 
outfielder Seiya Suzuki said 
through a translator. “It’s 
not a field where you can 


play on every day.” 
It’s the second go-round for 
Major League Baseball at 
the site in Dyersville — pop- 
ulation of about 4,400 — 
after the New York Yankees 
and Chicago White Sox put 
on a show last year in the 
first MLB game in Iowa. 
After Aaron Judge and 
Giancarlo Stanton rallied 
New York to the lead in the 
top of the ninth inning, Tim 
Anderson lifted Chicago to 
a 9-8 victory with a dramat- 
ic two-run homer, sending 
the energetic shortstop on 
a memorable trip around 
the bases as fireworks ex- 
ploded through the night 
sky. 
“It 
looked 
amazing. 
It 


looked packed,” Reds sec- 
ond baseman Jonathan In- 
dia said. “It’s in the middle 
of nowhere, which is kind of 
crazy, to have a game like 
that. We’re going to go out 
there and enjoy it.” 
Just like Jones’ wise author 
Terence Mann says to Cost- 
ner’s Ray Kinsella in the film, 
people most definitely will 
come. 
The 
makeshift 
ballpark 
seats only about 8,000 fans, 
less than the spring train- 
ing homes for each team. 
The Cubs have strong ties 
to the Hawkeye State, go- 
ing back to the franchise’s 
time on WGN-TV and con- 
tinuing to today with its 
Triple-A club a couple of 


hours away in Des Moines. 
“There’s moments in the 
season 
where 
you 
get 
something different that’s 
exciting, and making sure 
you appreciate that I think 
is the main thing for me,” 
Cubs manager David Ross 
said. 
“We’ll be ready to go play.” 
While people will come, 
will they watch at home? 
That could go a long way 
toward determining if the 
“Field of Dreams” site be- 
comes an annual date on 
the major league calendar 
or maybe just an occasion- 
al one. 
Last year’s game, featur- 
ing two playoff contenders 
filled with stars, attracted 
nearly 6 million viewers in 
what MLB said was the 
most-watched regular-sea- 
son game on any network 
since 1998. 
But the lowly Cubs and 
rebuilding Reds aren’t ex- 
actly last year’s Yankees 
and White Sox. The playoff 
hopes for the NL Central 
clubs evaporated a long 
time ago. There aren’t a lot 
of major names around, ei- 
ther. 
But there is nostalgia for 
the movie, an Academy 
Award nominee for best 
picture, and the sure-to-be 
picturesque landscape sur- 
rounding the game. 
“It’s a popular movie that 
resonates with a lot of peo- 
ple, and I’m no different,” 
Votto said. “I’m looking for- 
ward to it.”q 


Go the Distance: Cubs, Reds play at Iowa’s ‘Field of Dreams’ 


Chicago White Sox players walk on the field before a baseball game against the New York 
Yankees in Dyersville, Iowa, Thursday, Aug. 12, 2021. 
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Fauci receives honorary Hutch Award 
before Mariners game 


SEATTLE (AP) — Dr. Antho- 
ny Fauci was presented 
with an honorary Hutch 
Award on Tuesday night 
prior to the Seattle Mari- 
ners’ game against the 
New York Yankees. 
The 
Hutch 
Award 
has 
been awarded by Fred 
Hutchinson 
Cancer 
Re- 
search Center based in 
Seattle and typically to 
a Major League Baseball 
player who “best exempli- 
fies the determined spirit of 
the late Fred Hutchinson, a 
pitcher and manager who 


died of cancer in 1964 at 
age 45.” Fauci is the sec- 
ond person to be given 
an honorary Hutch Award, 
along with former Presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter in 2016. 
Fauci was greeted by 
mostly cheers from the 
Seattle crowd with some 
boos mixed in. He threw 
out the ceremonial first 
pitch to Seattle manager 
Scott Servais. It was far 
better pitch than when he 
threw out the first pitch in 
Washington in July 2020. 
Servais had Fauci auto- 


graph a facemask after 
catching the first pitch. 
Fauci 
is 
President 
Joe 
Biden’s chief medical ad- 
viser and director of the 
National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases, 
which is part of the Na- 
tional Institutes of Health 
in 
Bethesda, 
Maryland. 
Fauci has been a vocal 
supporter of vaccines and 
other preventive measures 
against COVID-19. He said 
he expects to retire at the 
end of Biden’s current 
term.q 


Dr. Anthony Fauci throws out the first pitch before a baseball 
game between the Seattle Mariners and the New York 
Yankees, Tuesday, Aug. 9, 2022, in Seattle. 
Associated Press 
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By TERESA M. WALKER 
AP Pro Football Writer 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
Cornerback Terrell Bonds 
has talked about being 
a member of the NFL ‘s 
Tennessee Titans since he 
played in college at Ten- 
nessee State. 
Five years after his college 
days ended, he’s finally on 
the Titans’ roster as a train- 
ing camp signee. 
“For it to actually come 
true now, it’s crazy and I’m 
thankful for it,” Bonds said. 
Bonds owes his latest foot- 
ball 
opportunity 
to 
the 
revived USFL where he 
played 10 games this spring 
with the Pittsburgh Maulers, 
and he’s got lots of com- 
pany as the NFL starts its first 
week of preseason games 
Thursday night. Bonds is 
among 42 players from the 


USFL’s 
inaugural 
season 
signed through Tuesday by 
26 of the NFL’s 32 teams. 
USFL MVP KaVontae Turpin 
now is with Dallas, while 


All-USFL offensive lineman 
Cameron 
Hunt 
signed 
with the Chargers and All- 
USFL tight end Sal Can- 
nella joined the Green Bay 


Packers. Wide receiver (12) 
has been the most popu- 
lar position for NFL teams 
followed by cornerback 
(nine) as NFL teams look for 
help in training camps. 
Like 
Bonds, 
Turpin 
has 
been scrambling to keep 
his dreams of professional 
football alive since his col- 
lege career at TCU ended 
during the 2018 season. 
Turpin has bounced from 
the Fan Controlled Foot- 
ball League, Spring League 
and finally the USFL before 
being signed by Dallas for 
camp. 
“Man, it’s like a dream 
come true. It’s a blessing,” 
Turpin said. “I’ve been in 
four leagues before I came 
here. So, it’s a blessing to be 
here and know the Cow- 
boys gave me a wonderful 
opportunity to come here 


NFL teams tapping USFL veterans for help in training camp 


and prove myself. I’m just 
happy to be here.”Many 
of these USFL players have 
been in the NFL before. 
Hunt played with both 
Denver and the Raiders. 
Bonds played four games 
with 
Baltimore 
in 
2020 
and spent last offseason 
with Miami before being 
waived last August. Darrius 
Shepherd caught six pass- 
es over 2019-20 with Green 
Bay and signed with Den- 
ver after reviving his career 
with the New Jersey Gen- 
erals. 
“It was really beneficial,” 
Shepherd said of the USFL. 
“I’m really happy that they 
put that league on. They 
did a great job and pro- 
vided a lot of opportunities 
for guys as you see people 
get signed all over the 
league.” 
NFL teams certainly were 
watching. Not only did 32 
officials from the NFL De- 
velopment Pipeline work 
USFL games, NFL teams 
had no issues quickly ac- 
cessing USFL game tapes 
so pro scouts could watch 
breakdowns for any play- 
ers they liked. 
Tennessee general man- 
ager Jon Robinson said 
their pro staff had specific 
teams to evaluate and 
grade and met to rank 
those players just before 
the USFL’s championship. 
The Titans previously had 
worked out both Bonds 
and 
cornerback 
Shakur 
Brown, Bonds’ teammate 
with Pittsburgh who signed 
with Tennessee a few days 
before Bonds. 
“But then certainly watch- 
ing the USFL and seeing 
how they performed or 
things they needed to 
work on, it gave us more, 
I’d guess, comfort knowing 
that we’re bringing a guy 
in that’s played football re- 
cently,” Robinson said. 
Having 
practiced 
and 
played this spring gave 
USFL players a couple of 
big advantages over those 
working out on their own 
hoping for an NFL team to 
call. First, they’re physically 
ready for the grind of train- 
ing camp. 
“I just got finished with a 
whole season so I’m defi- 
nitely like midseason for 
me,” Brown said.q 


Tennessee Titans safety Terrell Bonds (47) runs through drills 
during an NFL football training camp practice at Ascension Saint 
Thomas Sports Park in Nashville, Tenn., Monday, Aug. 8, 2022. 
Associated Press 


